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A new species of the genus Himala Moore, 1879 (Lepidoptera, 
Lymantriidae) from Vietnam 
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Abstract A new species of the genus Himala Moore, 1879 is described from Vietnam. Jela 
eshanensis Chao, 1983 is transferred to Himala based on the male genitalic features. 
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The lymantriid genus Himala Moore, 1879 was established for Redoa argentea Walker, 1855 
from India, the Himalayas and China, and is so far known as monobasic (Hampson, 1893, 
Fauna Br. India (Moths) 1: 467). In the collection of the National Science Museum, Tokyo 
(NSMT), I found a second species of this genus, which Dr M. Owada captured in Vietnam, 
and below I describe it as new to science. In writing this paper, I express my cordial thanks 
to Dr Owada, NSMT, for his kindness in giving me an opportunity to examine the invaluable 
specimens. This study is supported in part by the Grants-in-aid Nos 09041167 and 0604116 
for field research of the Monbusho International Scientific Research Program, Japan. 


Himala nigripennis sp. nov. (Fig. 1) 


g. Expanse 30-32 mm. Smaller than H. argentea (expanse 38mm). Head orange yel- 
low, thorax blackish gray, abdomen orange yellow. Forewing narrower than argentea, with 
costa a little expanded anteriorly near apical one-fourth; ground color uniformly blaskish 
gray and veins stained with black. Hindwing white, irrorated with black between veins Rs 
and M,, especially heavily suffused with black around apex; cilia black except around tornus. 
Underside nearly same as upperside, and forewing suffused with white above hind margin. 
Male genitalia nearly identical to those of argentea. 


Holotype. , N. Vietnam, Vinh Phu Prov., Tam Dao, 930 m, 16-17. vi. 1997, M. Owada leg. 
Paratype. 1 7, N. Vietnam, Vinh Phu Prov., Tam Dao, 1,230 m, 22-23. iv. 1995, M. Owada 
leg. Both type specimens are preserved in NSMT. 


The specimen illustrated in Fig. 3 is a female of this genus. It was captured at Tam Dao, the 
same locality as this new species (19-20. v. 1995). Since H. argentea has never been taken 
at this place, this female seems to represent the new species. But, argentea also inhabits N. 
Vietnam as recorded below, and as I have not examined the female of argenea, I did not 
include this female in the type series. 


H. argentea (Walker): 4, N. Vietnam, Lao Cai Prov., Sa Pa, 1,500 m, 7-12. x. 1994, M. 
Owada leg.; 1 7, N. Vietnam, Lao Cai Prov., Pass north of Mt Phang Si Pang, 1,800 m, 9. 
x. 1994, M. Owada leg. 


Through examination of the figure of the male genitalia, Ivela eshanensis Chao, 1983 (Acta 
ent. sin. 26: 336) described from China, Yunnan Prov. has asymmetrical valvae and the right 
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Figs 1-3. Himala spp. from Vietnam. 1. H. nigripennis sp. nov, æ. 2. H. argentea 
(Walker), 7. 3. H. sp, Ẹ. 


valva is enlarged and specialized (Chao, 1994, Econ. Insect Fauna China 42: 61-62). These 
features agree well with those of the genus Himala and I prefer to transfer eshanensis to this 
genus (comb. nov.). The genus Himala thus turns out to comprise three species. 


i ze 
RPT ABE 7 PEO 1 Aree (HRH 


1B 1L LTIS NT k FZ ARO Himala BITS ENAB2 OFFA hFADSKALKOT, 
ZZE Cae Ue. MMRR ETAT, BRIO H. argentea (Walker) & 3&5 
ZKH CTA. žk, HRA bela eshanensis Chao ti, #ZEROWR?D> Himala EZE ÐD 
Jz. kot, Himala EBRO 3 r ommansa c LIES. 


Himala argentea (Walker) 
Himala nigripennis Kishida, sp. nov. 
Himala eshanensis (Chao), comb. nov. 
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